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Trail Name:  

West McCoy Gulch (Fremont County Road 37) (TH elevation 7050’) to a short connecting road 

(elevation 7125’, no road name given on maps) to an old quarry, out and back. Reference the 

Cotopaxi USGS Topographical Map. 

Trail Location: 
From downtown Westcliffe, drive north on CO 69 16 miles to Fremont County Road 1A.  Turn 

left on 1A and travel 3 miles to Fremont County Road 37.  Turn right into the parking area.  If 

you are coming from U.S. 50, turn onto 1A at Cotopaxi, and drive north 4 miles, turning left into 

the parking lot for CR 37. 

Trail Summary: 
This trail is a usable dirt and rolling county road that takes one to a turnoff leading up to an old 

quarry, and then backtracks to where one began. The route begins and ends at the broad dirt 

parking area for CR 37, at its junction with CR 1A. 

 

Accessibility:  This road is accessible to foot/horse/mountain bike/ATV/motorcycle in all 

seasons, but this summary describes walking the route.  To minimize dodging motorized traffic, 

consider walking or horseback riding it in late fall, winter, or early spring months. 

 

Trail Length and Type:   2.52 miles roundtrip 

 

Vertical Gain and Steepness:   448’ elevation gain, 100% E 

 

Surface/Terrain:  100% E   

Trail Experience: 
This trail is a great destination year-round and is less demanding than most hikes found in both 

the Sangre de Cristo and Wet Mountains. It starts at a lower elevation and stays clear of snow 

Key:  
Vertical Gain/Steepness:  E=Easy, 0’ to 400’ gain per mile 

   M=Moderate, 400’ to 800’ gain per mile 

   D=Difficult, 800’ to 1200’ gain per mile 

   X=Extreme, 1200’ + gain per mile 

Surface/Terrain:  E=Easy, mostly sand, dirt or pine needle covered on established trail 

   M=Moderate, small rocks and roots present on established trail 

   D=Difficult, loose and rocky on established trail 

   X=Extreme, very loose, with large rocks  and possibly scrambling required.  Trail  

         may not be established or easily recognizable 
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when other hikes are difficult to access.  At the same time, it provides an intimate view of the 

north Sangres and of rock formations that tumble into the Arkansas River canyon.  The short 

distance of the hike to the quarry and the modest elevation gain makes this trail attractive to 

people who are visiting from sea level.   

 

Make sure to take water for the hike because there are no water sources anywhere along the 

way.  From the parking lot, head northeast on the rolling road, enjoying the wide open scenery.  

About 0.25 miles down the road, the McCoy Gulch Road goes off to the right; continue straight 

and up the hill on what you began, the West McCoy Gulch Road. Passing by the 1-mile marker, 

one will quickly come upon an unmarked road that goes off to the left (at 1.05 miles from the 

parking lot, with 75’ of elevation gained thus far). Follow this side road up a short but steep 

incline to its end at 0.21 miles, with another 110’ of elevation gained.  The quarry lies jumbled 

to the east, while sweeping views of the northern Sangres are to the west. This is the 

turnaround point and a great place for a picnic, pictures, or some rock scrambling. 

 

Retrace the route back to the parking lot. It’s hard not to notice that the way out has a good 

deal more uphill than the way in did, some 265’ of elevation gain back to one’s car.  Roundtrip, 

the hike is 2.52 miles, with 448’ of elevation gain. People of all ages and levels of fitness should 

be able to walk it roundtrip in 1-2 hours. It is a gratifying brisk walk that gets one out into the 

immense beauty of the Wet Mountain Valley. 
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Map: West McCoy Gulch (Fremont County Road 37) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Legal Stuff:  The information contained in these trail summaries is intended to be a supplement to the 

typical tools and references used by people who are well prepared to venture into the mountains.  Always carry 

a map specific to the area you are exploring.  Failure to have the necessary experience, physical conditioning, 

and supplies or equipment can result in injury or death.  Trails For All provides no warranties, either express or 

implied, that the information provided in our published Trail Summaries is 100% accurate or reliable. By using 

any information provided, you agree to absolve Trails For All from any responsibility for damage or other liability 

arising from the use of Trails For All Trail Summaries. 


