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Trail Name:  

Tanner Trail (USFS Trail #1333 - TH elevation 5980’) Reference the Rockvale and Curley Peak 

USGS Topographical Maps. 

Trail Location: 
From downtown Westcliffe, CO, drive east on Hwy 96 about 2 miles to the east end of Silver 

Cliff. Turn north on Oak Creek Grade (CR255, which merges with and becomes CR143 at about 

mile 16) and travel approximately 26 miles to the Tanner Trailhead. There is a parking area on 

the west (left) side of the road.  

Trail Summary: 
Tanner Trail has the same NFS trail number as East Bear Gulch Trail - #1333. This trail summary 

covers the portion of trail from the Tanner trailhead up to where it merges with Tanner Peak 

Trail (NFS # 1332). Tanner/East Bear Gulch Trail (#1333) continues south from this junction 

about 1.5 miles to the junction with Stultz Trail (# 1334), then beyond that junction down East 

Bear Gulch an additional 3.3 miles to the East Bear Gulch trailhead on Oak Creek Grade. 

Reference Trails for All trail summary # TFA102718.1.V1 for information on the Stultz/East Bear 

Gulch Loop hike. 

Accessibility:  This trail is accessible to foot, horse, motorcycle, ATV and mountain bike traffic in 

all seasons. 

 

Trail Length and Type:   11.8 miles total, out and back 

 

Vertical Gain and Steepness:  3688’ vertical gain, 40% E, 40% M, 20% D 

 

Surface/Terrain:  65% E, 20% M, 15% D - in some spots the trail has eroded to steep base rock 

which is often covered with lose sand, making it difficult to maintain sure footing. Be extra 

careful on the way down! 

Key:  
Vertical Gain/Steepness:  E=Easy, 0’ to 400’ gain per mile 

   M=Moderate, 400’ to 800’ gain per mile 

   D=Difficult, 800’ to 1200’ gain per mile 

   X=Extreme, 1200’ + gain per mile 

Surface/Terrain:  E=Easy, mostly sand, dirt or pine needle covered on established trail 

   M=Moderate, small rocks and roots present on established trail 

   D=Difficult, loose and rocky on established trail 

   X=Extreme, very loose, with large rocks  and possibly scrambling required. Trail  

         may not be established or easily recognizable 
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Trail Experience: 
Tanner Trail is a about 5 miles south of Canon City, CO. The lower portion of the trail is 

relatively exposed, with most of the vegetation near the trail being bushes, scrub oak and a 

variety of cacti. This exposure helps keep the first three to four miles of the trail open all year 

long, but it also can make for a very “warm” hiking experience in the middle of summer. During 

the summer months, it is best to get out on the trail nice and early. Also, since the trail is open 

to motorcycles and ATVs, consider hiking during the week to minimize interaction with these 

vehicles. Regardless of when you hike, bring plenty of water and wear sturdy footwear 

designed for rocky trails. 

The first half mile of Tanner Trail is the steepest, and in some locations, in terms of footing, the 

trickiest. Beyond the first half mile the incline is a bit more forgiving, although very consistent, 

for the next 3.75 miles. At just over 4 miles you will have climbed about 2800’ vertical. Mile 4.2 

to mile 5.1 provides a break in the incline, including a little downhill hiking, but the last ¾ mile 

takes you right back to a steady incline where you will climb another 650’ to the junction with 

Tanner Peak Trail (#1332). This, of course, makes for quite a slog up the hill, but it is a great 

workout with fantastic views along the way. The profile of this trail is very similar to some of 

the Sangre deCristo hikes to ridgelines (Venable or Comanche), upper lakes, or even peaks 

(Humboldt), which makes Tanner Trail a great pre/post season prep or maintenance hike.  

 

Besides the amazing views along the way, there is an interesting 

abandoned mineshaft at about mile 1.5. This is a vertical shaft and it 

is blocked from entry with wire fence and steel bars, but it still is 

something to stay clear of.  

 

 

As previously mentioned, this trail summary covers 

Tanner trail up to the point that it merges with Tanner 

Peak trail (#1332). Trails for All will add details to the 

Tanner trail summary for the Tanner Peak section in the 

near future. For those interested in checking it out, 

know that it is a loop trail that will add 1.37 miles and 

about 275’ vertical to the Tanner trail hike.  
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Map: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Legal Stuff:  The information contained in these trail summaries is intended to be a supplement to the 

typical tools and references used by people who are well prepared to venture into the mountains. Always carry a 

map specific to the area you are exploring. Failure to have the necessary experience, physical conditioning, and 

supplies or equipment can result in injury or death. Trails For All provides no warranties, either express or 

implied, that the information provided in our published Trail Summaries is 100% accurate or reliable. By using 

any information provided, you agree to absolve Trails For All from any responsibility for damage or other liability 

arising from the use of Trails For All Trail Summaries. 


