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Trail Name:  
Greenhorn trail (Trail# 1316, TH Elev. 11,450’) from Greenhorn Mountain parking lot to the peak of 

Greenhorn Mountain. Please note, only about 0.9 miles of this hike is actually on Greenhorn (#1316) 

trail. Greenhorn trail is a long trail (8.5 mile one way, 4600’ vertical) that goes from Cuerno Verde Park in 

Rye, CO, to the upper parking lot in the Greenhorn Mountain Wilderness area, where this hike 

originates. The rest of this hike follows the ridge of Greenhorn south to Greenhorn Peak, which is the 

highest peak in the Wet Mountains. 

Trail Location: 
From Westcliffe, CO, drive south on Hwy 69 for 11 miles, turn left on CR305 (Centennial Ranch Road). 

After about 5 miles turn right on Comanche Trail. Stay on Comanche Trail for about 4 miles to T 

intersection with CR 365, turn left. Stay on CR 365 for about 6 miles (CR365 turns into CR 634 after 

about 3 miles) to the intersection with CRs 401/369/361 – turn right on CR 369. Stay on CR 369 for 12 

miles to the Greenhorn Mountain parking area. All roads are passable with a standard vehicle. 

CR365/634 does get a little rocky/rutty for short sections – other than that the roads are standard 

Colorado gravel/dirt roads. 

Trail Summary: 
Accessibility:  This trail is in the Greenhorn Wilderness Area and is accessible via foot/horse travel only. 

Trail Length and Type:   5.26 miles total, in and out 

Vertical Gain and Steepness:   1118’ gain, 75% E, 25% M  

Surface/Terrain:  100% E 

Trail Experience: 
This trail is a great destination most of the year, but access is limited during the winter months when 

gates on CR 634 and CR 369 are closed. The entire hike is very exposed, so bring plenty of water and 

sunscreen, and if you wear a hat, a chin strap can be helpful. More often than not, the winds blowing 

across the ridge are pretty strong. 

As mentioned above, this hike starts out on Greenhorn trail (#1316) from the Greenhorn Mountain 

Wilderness Area parking lot. The trail starts out with a slight incline through a small stand of trees. Then 

it works its way up the western side of Greenhorn ridge, initially via a couple of switchbacks. After the 

Key:  
Vertical Gain/Steepness:  E=Easy, 0’ to 400’ gain per mile 

   M=Moderate, 400’ to 800’ gain per mile 

   D=Difficult, 800’ to 1200’ gain per mile 

   X=Extreme, 1200’ + gain per mile 

Surface/Terrain:  E=Easy, mostly sand, dirt or pine needle covered on established trail 

   M=Moderate, small rocks and roots present on established trail 

   D=Difficult, loose and rocky on established trail 

   X=Extreme, very loose, with large rocks  and possibly scrambling required. Trail  

         may not be established or easily recognizable 
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switchbacks the trail continues towards the north for almost ½ mile over scree that basically covers the 

entire western side of Greenhorn ridge. While the incline on this section is not severe, and the footing is 

generally good, you are very exposed while traversing this relatively steep slope of nothing but loose 

rock. As you get higher up on this section of the trail, you eventually get an excellent view of the Blue 

Lakes below, not to mention the breathtaking views of the Sangre deCristos, which is virtually a constant 

for this hike. 

Just shy of a mile into the hike you will reach a saddle on the ridge. At this point you will be heading due 

east, and Greenhorn trail (not very obvious) from here begins going downhill towards Rye. If you look to 

your left you will see an incline that goes up to the northern summit of Greenhorn ridge. If you look to 

your right you see another gradual incline that heads south towards Greenhorn Mountain. This is the 

direction you want to take, keeping in mind that what you see in front of you is not the peak of 

Greenhorn Mountain, but just another bump in the ridge. From this point on the trail is not obvious, and 

marking cairns are few and far between.  

As you continue hiking for the next 1.75 or so miles you will basically be following the Greenhorn ridge, 

and in most cases you will be on the east side of the ridge. From the saddle continue south, below (and 

east of) the ridge about ½ mile until you get to the top of the hill. From here you have amazing views in 

all directions. Looking to the south the Greenhorn ridgeline continues, with two more “humps” visible, 

with the second hump being your destination – Greenhorn Mountain. Continue following the ridgeline 

towards the first hump – at this point you will be heading downhill towards a second saddle in the ridge. 

Work your way to the second saddle, then look for trail marking cairns show a path around the east side 

of this first hump. Here the trail becomes a bit more visible. The walk around this first hump is about ½ 

mile long, with just a little elevation gain. 

As you get to the south side of this first hump the trail continues virtually right on top of the ridge. The 

slope on the east of the trail in this section is tree covered and steep, and on the west side of the trail it 

is precipitous. Follow the trail for another ½ mile or so to the summit of Greenhorn Mountain.  

While the views on this hike are constantly amazing, the view from the summit gives you a 360 degree 

panorama of south eastern Colorado. On a clear day you can easily see Pikes Peak, the Spanish Peaks, 

and the entire Sangre deCristo range; views across the eastern plains towards Kansas, Oklahoma, New 

Mexico and Tex

as; and even beyond the Sangre deCristos you can see the peaks of the San Juans. Have a snack, enjoy 

the views, and soak up the sun while you rest on top of the highest peak in the Wet Mountains. 
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Map – Greenhorn Peak Trail from Upper Parking Area (Trail # 1316):  

  

 

 

 

 

The Legal Stuff:  The information contained in these trail summaries is intended to be a supplement to the 

typical tools and references used by people who are well prepared to venture into the mountains. Always carry a 

map specific to the area you are exploring. Failure to have the necessary experience, physical conditioning, and 

supplies or equipment can result in injury or death. Trails For All provides no warranties, either express or 

implied, that the information provided in our published Trail Summaries is 100% accurate or reliable. By using 

any information provided, you agree to absolve Trails For All from any responsibility for damage or other liability 

arising from the use of Trails For All Trail Summaries. 


